Oliver Cromwell                [1650-
his infantry poured across to co-operate with Cromwell. Outnumbered, but fighting stubbornly, the Scots gave way. " We beat the enemy from hedge to hedge/' wrote Cromwell, " till we beat him into Worcester/'
Charles, who watched the battle from the tower of the cathedral, seeing that the great part of Cromwell's army was engaged on the western bank, sallied forth with every man he could muster to crush the force left on the eastern side. For three hours the struggle lasted. At first the Scots gained ground, but Cromwell, recrossing the river, put himself at the head of his men, and drove the enemy back in confusion into the city. His soldiers entered at their heels, and storming their " Fort Royal " turned its guns on the streets. " My Lord General did exceedingly hazard himself, riding up and down in the midst of the fire; riding himself in person to the enemy*s foot to offer them quarter, whereto they returned no answer but shot/' In the end, what was left of the foot laid down their arms, while the horse fled through the north gate, and took the road to Scotland. But not a single regiment or troop reached their home. The militia, which beset the bridges and highways, gathered up prisoners in hundreds, and the country people hunted down stragglers with merciless ferocity. Half the nobility of Scotland were amongst the prisoners.
Amongst the few who escaped was the young King. The Parliament threatened all who sheltered Charles with the penalties of high treason, and promised one thousand pounds to any person who